Iteen reduced to sixteen days. In a measure, that might be due to the admission of a larger number of cases which were dealt with quickly and recovered rapidly; but even ?allowing for such, he maintained that the average stay spoke volumes for the hygienic condition and the good management of the Association. There were two other points worthy of remark. The admissions during last year numbered 449, the largest in any year in the House, and the income had also reached a record figure, ? There was no doubt that in cities the means of medical relief of all kinds were sufficiently great to enable everybody to be provided for frequently and adequately, in accordance with their means. It was that fact which made him so insistent that the present moment should be taken advantage of, in dealing with the Poor Law to deal with the whole question of medical relief, and to bring everything into co-ordination and into co-operation. The out-patient department should be abolished, and all applicants for out-relief passed through the casualty department, which every hospital must have. Every case should be treated there once; then the patients should be sorted and sent some to the private practitioner, some to the provident dispensary, or, in the cases of severer nature, should be brought up to the consultation department of the great hospitals. These latter cases should not be hurriedly rushed through in hundreds, but treated where there Avas abundance of time for the best brains and skill of the honorary medical staff to deal with each case upon its merits, and do the best for the patient. That was a very simple adjustment administratively, though it was a great revolution in regard to medical relief as it existed to-day. Without injury to anyone, it would effect great benefit, and become immensely popular so soon as it got thoroughly into working. He did not believe that the time occupied in introducing such a system would be more than from six to twelve months; and the change would result in enormous benefit, not only by increasing the comfort of the.conditions of treatment which hospitals were well able to offer to all patients, but by giving every patient an opportunity to exhibit that thrift and self-dependence which were so sadly needed at the present day in this country.
As to the in-patient department, the reform there was one which would also embrace the Poor Law institutions, and might be adapted with ready facility.
England should take an example from the Continent, and from the United States. There the hospitals classified their wards. They had wards commencing with those in which the patients paid a remunerative rate for the relief and treatment which they received. They had two other classes, in one of which the patient paid an inclusive rate which covered all the expenses of the medical charges, and in the other the medical attendance was unpaid for, but the whole of the maintenance charges were paid. to a large amount. Therefore, he contended that every public-spirited man and woman should make it bis or her business to work for co-operation in that sense. Then Great Britain would speedily secure the best system and the most perfect system of medical relief which the world had ever seen. He hoped he had not occupied too much time, but he believed it was very important on those questions, as they were now at the parting of the ways, tha+ they should take the opportunity afforded by a meeting of that kind?using as a platform this hospital which had been such a marked and progressive success?to drive home certain truths which were well worthy of public attention, and which stood in need of much reiteration before there could be won for them that measure of attention which, on their merits, they undoubtedly deserved.
